County Fermanagh: Ireland's Lakeland Gem

County Fermanagh, nestled in southwestern Northern Ireland within the province of Ulster, is
renowned as the "Lakeland County" for its stunning waterways. Covering approximately 1,691
square kilometers (653 square miles) of land, nearly one-third of the county consists of lakes and
rivers, dominated by the expansive Upper and Lower Lough Erne, linked by the River Erne. This
geography creates a unique landscape of islands, forested shores, and gentle uplands, with the
highest point at Cuilcagh Mountain (665 meters). Fermanagh borders Counties Tyrone,
Monaghan, Cavan, Leitrim, and Donegal, and uniquely shares a land border with the Republic of
Ireland while being the only Northern Ireland county without a connection to Lough Neagh.
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Historically, Fermanagh derives its name from the Fir Manach (Men of Manach), an ancient
Celtic tribe that settled around Lough Erne. It became a stronghold of the Maguire clan in the
medieval period, with Enniskillen as their key base. The county was formally established by
Queen Elizabeth I in 1584—-85 and later transformed by the Plantation of Ulster in the 17th
century, which introduced English and Scottish settlers. This era saw land redistribution to
families like the Coles and Humes, shaping modern demographics.



The 2021 census recorded a population of 63,585, making Fermanagh the least populous of
Northern Ireland's six counties. It has a Catholic majority (around 59%), with strong Irish
cultural ties.

The climate is temperate oceanic—mild, humid summers (averaging 15-20°C) and cool, wet
winters (rarely below freezing), with frequent rain supporting lush greenery.

Economically, agriculture dominates, focusing on dairy, beef, sheep, and grassland farming.
Tourism thrives thanks to boating, angling, and natural beauty, supplemented by small-scale
manufacturing and services.

Tourist attractions abound: Enniskillen, the county town, features Enniskillen Castle (housing
museums), Castle Coole (a neoclassical mansion), and Florence Court. Marble Arch Caves offer
dramatic limestone formations, while Devenish Island preserves ancient monastic ruins. Belleek
Pottery, the world's oldest fine china producer, and the Cuilcagh Boardwalk Trail add unique
draws.

Fun facts include Fermanagh being the first non-island UK county without a railway (closed
1957), its rich early Christian heritage, and its motto "Feor Magh Eanagh" (Country of the
Lakes). The county crest features a Watergate at Enniskillen, St. Patrick's banner, a knight on
horseback, badger supporters, and yellow bezants symbolizing historical families.

Common surnames reflect its heritage: Maguire (historically dominant), McManus, Johnston,
Armstrong, Gallagher, Elliott, Murphy, Reilly, and Cassidy.

Fermanagh's serene lakes, ancient sites, and welcoming spirit make it a hidden treasure of
Ireland's island.



